Triends of Millbanke

You are warmly invited to attend
our annual George Blair Memorial Lecture,
at Millbank (directions below), also on Zoom

1830hrs Friday 27 October 2023

Our joint speakers, Soundararajan Jagdish and Matthew Roberts,
present

‘Medical Support at the Siege of Kohima, April 1944’

Proceeds will be donated to the Kohima Educational Trust

The Asian theatre of World War Il is often overlooked other than by those with a special family or history
interest. For a fateful couple of weeks in April 1944, a hastily assembled and vastly outnumbered force of Indian
and British combat and support troops held off the seemingly invincible Japanese Imperial Army at India’s
doorstep in Kohima. Unsurprisingly, the siege and battle of Kohima have achieved mythic and iconic status in
the history of modern warfare. The story of the siege of Kohima continues to inspire post-war generations and
has become synonymous with courage, determination, and leadership.

This joint presentation describes the remarkable performance, against all odds, of medical personnel in
Kohima who themselves suffered many casualties and also highlights those qualities of leadership that
ensured the garrison’s survival.

An aspect that often goes unnoticed is the critical role played by the indomitable Naga tribespeople. After all,
it was on their homeland that these ferocious engagements were fought. In this context, the speakers thank
Friends of Millbank for generously and readily agreeing to their request to support the Kohima Educational
Trust, a charitable organisation that provides educational assistance to the young people of Nagaland, India.

Soundararajan Jagdish is an independent researcher. He has served in the Defence Medical Services and the
NHS, specialising in anaesthesia and pain management.

Matthew Roberts is an Attending Anesthesiologist at Denver Health in Colorado, USA. He served in the British
Army as an anaesthetist and has an abiding interest in military medical history.

For more detail on our George Blair Memorial Lectures, see https://www.friendsofmillbank.org/lectures/

Prior registration required. Refreshments 1730hrs, supper at Millbank 2000hrs.
All are welcome. Register HERE or via www.friendsofmillbank.org
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https://www.kohimaeducationaltrust.net/
https://www.friendsofmillbank.org/lectures/
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Chairman’s Extras on the Siege of Kohima:
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Dally Mail, 10 May 1944 (Soundararajan Jagdish, personal collection)

Suggested reading:

The Battles of Imphal and Kohima — National Army Museum website

Road of Bones: The Epic Siege of Kohima 1944. Fergal Keane. Harper Press, 2011.
Burma '44: The Battle That Turned Britain's War in the East. James Holland. Corgi Books, 2017.

The road to Kohima : The Naga experience in the Second World War. Charles Chasie & Harry
Fecitt. Infinite Ideas, 2020.

Kohima 1944 - The battle that saved India. Robert Lyman. Osprey Publishing, 2010.

Published article:

Roberts M, Jagdish S. Medical Support at the Siege of Kohima, April 1944. Journal of
Anesthesia History, 2020; 6 (2): 54-69. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.janh.2019.03.002
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https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/battle-imphal
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.janh.2019.03.002

Kohima Educational Trust scholars, 2022

Nagaland, in northeast India where Kohima is situated, is mountainous and not far from the
Himalayas. The fighting during the 1944 battle was close quarters and extremely fierce in
harsh and treacherous terrain.

The people of Nagaland are tribespeople — they hunted with spears and were fearsome
warriors who helped the British and acted as guides, porters and fellow combatants. The
Battle of Kohima was the first defeat of the Japanese by the British Army, and a turning
point in what became known as the Burma Campaign. Without the Naga support, it is
doubtful whether the battle could have been won.

British veterans of the battle decided to do something to help their Naga friends and repay
the debt owed to the Naga people. They wanted to make remembrance into something
more permanent so together they created the Kohima Educational Trust. When talking to
their Naga friends the response they received was delight that they had not been forgotten.

It was agreed that an excellent way to help would be to assist the young descendants of the
Naga veterans with their educational needs. Some of the more remote villages in Nagaland
share a school and children travel for many miles to reach it. Sometimes the cost is too high,
sometimes the children are needed at home to farm the fields. The scholarship programme
created by KET has given financial assistance to over 800 children over the last 15 years.

KET is currently developing further programmes to assist Naga students with their
educational needs. Its motto: Using the past to benefit the future.

Next year will be the 80th anniversary of this great battle that contributed to peace at the
end of the Second World War. The Trust aims to pass on the memory to new generations to
help build a brighter future —in the UK it holds a special service every year in the city of York
when the families and descendants of the soldiers who fought can get together.
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https://www.kohimaeducationaltrust.net/
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Photos from the Kohima Educational Trust:
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Present and future scholars
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Directions for Millbank
(Chelsea College of Arts, formerly the Royal Army Medical College)

The entrance to Reception is via Atterbury Street, opposite Tate Britain (arrowed on map below).
We meet for light refreshments at Reception from 1730hrs. The talk commences at 1830hrs.

Guests and non-members are very welcome. Everyone attending the talk, whether in person at
Millbank or online via Zoom, is requested to register beforehand via www.friendsofmillbank.org
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